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Mad ison 6, W isconsin 

Dear Josh: 

Thanks for your letter with  the suggestions regarding 
our round-table. F irst, let me say that I will cover the 
adaptive randomness of mutation in one of my y so you 
may feel free to take up recombination and drug res stance 
in one of yours. Then, let me add that I am only gradually 
becoming aware of what it will mean to be on a round table 
with you. W ithout any desire at flattery or sarcasm, I 
must state that, a lthough you could talk brilliantly for 
an hour about mpo int" mutations vs. rearrangements, I 
can't (although I Gould write about it g iven p lenty of time). 
But I must talk with you about something. So, to help keep 
me from running dry, perhaps we could talk of several things. 

Let me suggest the following: Suppose we take as topics 
some of the papers in the Sot. Gen, M icrobial, Symposium 
volume on Ada tation in M icroorganisms. 

*- 
I think I couldmake 

some remar 
Slonimski. 

s ontose of Staer, Rinshelwood, Ravin and 
Sol will probably have d isbussed the work em- 

bodied in h is paper and may er may not have covered the stuff 
in Cohn's and Pollackts, I wasn't much impressed with the 
remaining papers with the possible exceptions of Beale's 
and Abraham& 

In this way we m ight be able to "cover" some of the 
topics you mentioned e.g. relative importance of variation 
and selection in m icrobial evolution (there was no student 
of selection on the English program). Wha t do you think? 
If you agree we could reread the volume and organize some- 
thing when we meet on July 21st. 

I en joyed reading your Rutgers talk -- you are develop- 
ing quite  a style. The abstract you asked to have returned 
is enclosed. 
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Best regards to Esther. 
about Tom. 

I think that may be good news 

Sincerely, 

e!sii!ib 
Francis J. Byan 

FJR:vs 
Enclosure 


